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1. Honouring Our Parents and Children Feast
The North Vancouver School District’s Aboriginal Education Council and the Squamish and TsleilWaututh Chiefs and Elders will have the great pleasure of hosting Their Honours, the Honourable
Steven L. Point, Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia, and Mrs. Gwen Point at a celebratory feast
on November 8, 2007.
Prime Minister Stephen Harper appointed the Honourable Steven Point to the position of B.C.’s
Lieutenant Governor in September 2007. A former chief of the Skowkale First Nation and tribal
chair of the Sto:lo Nation in the Fraser Valley and provincial court judge, the Honourable Stephen
Point is a nephew of Bea Silver, District Administrator of Aboriginal Education. Bea is instrumental
in arranging for Their Honours to preside over an Honouring Our Parents and Children Feast at the
Chief Joe Mathias Centre at the Squamish Nation.
On arrival, the Honourable Stephen Point and Mrs. Gwen Point will be welcomed, drummed, and
sung into the Centre by First Nations students. The Feast will include entertainment by students and
displays of their schoolwork and projects. The evening will be a First Nations’ cultural and
celebratory event befitting the esteem and high regard that is reserved for Their Honours.
On behalf of the Tsleil-Waututh and Squamish Nations and the School District’s Aboriginal
Education Council, I would like to formally invite the members of the Board of Education to attend.
2. Administrators’ Annual Conferences 2007
The Association of Elementary Administrators (AEA) and Secondary Study Group (SSG) held
parallel professional development conferences on October 18, 19, and 20, 2007. With the AEA and
SSG conferences in one location, the Executive Committee and Board delegates were able to engage
and participate in both conferences.
The theme of the AEA conference was Opening Doors: Inspiring and Supporting Change. The
Conference’s guest presenter was Stacey Holloway, a skilled interventionist and consultant in the
field of Organizational Development and Human Resources. Stacey was the guest presenter at the
BCCPAC Conference in May 2007 and author of Interpersonal Conflict Resolution Skills for Youth.
At the SSG Conference, Assessment: Does it Count?, Dave Pearce, Assistant Superintendent, opened
the Conference with a presentation on Year 5 of the Instructional Institute. The feedback from
Dave’s presentation was excellent. He provided the link between assessment and current and future
practices of effective instruction and educational improvement. On Day 2 of the Conference, Ainsley
Rose, the guest speaker, provided a well-received presentation on Understanding the Theory and
Practice of Assessment.

3. Writing 44: The Latest Addition to District Resources
The North Vancouver School District is proud to announce the latest addition to its reading-writingmathematics collection of resources, Writing 44. The official launch and introductory workshop to
Writing 44 was celebrated on October 1, 2007 at Leo Marshall Curriculum Centre. It coincided with
the first day of the Fall Conference so participants from B.C. to Ontario joined us to celebrate.
Writing 44 provides intermediate teachers with a practical resource for the teaching of writing. The
Eight Skills of Writing, which identify key elements in effective writing, and the accompanying
instructional activities, graphic organizers, and vocabulary lists offer teachers creative ideas and
suggestions for classroom writing instruction. Writing 44 also includes valuable information on the
writing process, the Components of a Balanced Writing Program, differentiated writing instruction,
the purposes and modes of writing, and the reading-writing connection. On your next visit to Leo
Marshall Curriculum Centre, stop and admire the quilt metaphor—a real quilt that incorporates into
its design the Components of a Balanced Writing Program.
We congratulate Larry Johnson, Assistant Superintendent, Joanne Robertson, District Principal, and a
team of District writers—Heather Frechette, Susannah Howick, Barb Mathieson, Lisa Ottenbreit,
Sandra Pascuzzi, Gretchen Tolfo, Deb Wanner, Susan Williamson, and Jennifer Wilson—on this
comprehensive and practical classroom resource for teaching writing to our students. Melisse Adams,
Liz Boppart, Heather Calder, Lyse Guay, Kerry Henderson, George Monkman, Jillian Morgan, Bea
Silver, Carlene Thomas, Wendy Tozer, and Audrey Van Alstyne provided research and consulting
support.
4. Digital Expression: The Next Addition to District Resources
On Tuesday, November 6, 2007, Audrey Van Alstyne and her digital crew will celebrate the
publishing of Digital Expression. It will join Web in the Classroom and Meaning in Data in a threepart suite of resources for educators. The book launch and Digital Fair will be held in the new
Westview Elementary School Gym at 3:45 p.m. I hope you will be able to celebrate with Audrey and
our District teachers and administrators in the launch of Digital Expression. Please e-mail your
digitized RSVP to Karen Keys and Wendy Tozer.
5. art2go – BC Art Teachers’ Association Conference
On October 19 and 20, 2007, 275 art educators from across British Columbia descended upon Carson
Graham School for the 52nd Annual BC Art Teachers' Conference, art2go. The event featured Artists
for Kids’ patrons Joe Fafard, the keynote presenter, and Robert Bateman. The Conference included
more than 40 concurrent sessions designed to invigorate teachers with a wealth of ideas and strategies
to keep their art teaching vital. The highlights of the two-day event were school bus tours that
delivered educators to the studios of Gordon Smith, Ross Penhall, Greg Murdock and others in the
community. Participants at art2go provided excellent feedback and one person remarked: “It was the
best they had attended in 15 years!” (North Vancouver was the Conference site 15 years ago!)
A team of elementary and secondary art teachers from North Vancouver School District organized the
BCATA Conference. Congratulations go to each of them and especially to Diane Fairey, an art
teacher at Carson Graham Secondary School, who was the tireless organizer for this successful event.

6. Our 5th Annual Community Forum – Creating a Collaborative Vision for Student Success
The North Vancouver School District is creating a vision for our future. We all value our widely
recognized excellence in delivering public education to our students and are committed to designing
programs that expand opportunities for student success. We need your input and insight to create our
unified vision for tomorrow.
On November 1, 2007, the North Vancouver School District will be hosting its 5th Annual
Community Forum to look specifically at the draft vision statements and action plans that will propel
the School District into the future and create an inspiring and collaborative vision for student success.
Forum participants will be asked to provide input on Vision Statements and Action Plans for eight
identified areas including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Instructional Practice – educators meet the needs, interest and capacity of students
Program diversity – diverse programs delivered through a variety of structures
Sharing and celebrating success – to honour, learn, and develop as individuals and as a
community
Community connections – consultative and responsive
Enriching and extending community connections among schools – seamless transitions
between schools
Information and communications technology – coherent, reliable and easily accessible
Facilities – clean and safe to optimize the learning environment
Communications – proactive, respectful and inclusive

More information about the Forum and other North Vancouver education initiatives can be found online at our website www.nvsd44.bc.ca. To ensure accurate catering numbers, please pre-register by
October 30th if you will be joining us for a light supper. To pre-register, please call 604.903.3616.
We look forward to seeing you on November 1st!

