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1. Cove Cliff School – National Bullying Awareness Week
Research indicates that one of most effective strategies to reduce bullying is for bystanders to “stand
up” for their peers when they are bullied. Earlier this fall, the Astral Media Family TV Channel put
out a call for nominations seeking schools that teach and reinforce effective strategies to help kids
“stand up” to bullying. The network received over 16,000 nominations from students and the final
selection was made in consultation with PREVNet, a national network of Canadian researchers,
organizations, and governments committed to bullying prevention.
During the 5th Annual National Bullying Awareness Week, November 19 to 25, 2007, four schools
across Canada—Calgary, Alberta; Rothesay, New Brunswick; Richmond Hill, Ontario; and North
Vancouver’s Cove Cliff School—were announced as winners. Cove Cliff’s winning entry came from
Makena, a Grade 7 student. In her winning nomination, Makena provided an overview of Cove
Cliff’s Code of Conduct—be safe, be respectful, be kind, be cooperative, and be caring—and
described the steps that students follow to prevent bullying.
The Family Channel sent their studio crews, cameras, and “Michael” and “Logan” from the Zoey 101
series, as celebrity hosts to Cove Cliff’s “stand UP! Rally.” It was an exciting and thrilling event for
the students and staff.
Congratulations go to Makena and the students and staff at Cove Cliff School.
2. Parenting in a Cyber-Age
The North Shore Family Court and Youth Justice Committee is hosting a free community forum on
cyber proofing between 7:00 and 9:30 p.m. on November 29, 2007 at Centennial Theatre, 2300
Lonsdale Avenue, North Vancouver. Parenting in a Cyber-Age is co-sponsored by North Vancouver
School District, West Vancouver School District, and the City of North Vancouver. Evan Llewellyn,
the School District’s Administrator of Safe and Caring Schools, has played a key role in planning the
forum.
Merlyn Horton, Executive Director of Safe On Line Outreach Society (SOLOS) and the forum’s
keynote speaker, will discuss how students engage online and explain high-risk activities and cyber
bullying. Parents will be provided with safety tips and tools to navigate an exciting, but sometimes
dangerous, cyber world. North Shore secondary students will provide an overview of social
networking websites such as Facebook, MySpace, YouTube, and other popular web sites.
3. Briar Ballou – An “Iron Science” Teacher
Briar Ballou, a science teacher at Handsworth Secondary School and a member of The Enzymatics,
recently competed in a regional Iron Science Competition at Science World in Vancouver. The Iron
Science competitions are sponsored by the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council.

The Enzymatics, a team of four outstanding British Columbia science teachers—Jim Milross and Glen
Fatkin from Surrey, Don Lacy from Saanichton, and Briar Ballou—took top honours in the provincial
competition. Their winning entry, The Magic Stool Bus, is an active, visual demonstration of a 10minute journey through the human digestive system. The Magic Stool Bus presentation incorporated
rock ‘n’ roll, Milk of Magnesia, an air filter, a shot of methane gas, and a large dose of humour into a
demonstration of how food is processed by the body.
Photos of the competition can be viewed at
http://www.scienceworld.ca/pdf/PRO_SEV_IronSciencePhotos-sm.pdf
Briar Ballou’s teaching excellence has been celebrated nationally. Briar received a Certificate of
Achievement through the 2006 Prime Minister’s Awards. In March 2007, she was recognized for her
outstanding teaching skills in the Provincial Legislature and honoured at a special function hosted by
the Honourable Shirley Bond, Minister of Education.
4. Hazardous Materials
The North Vancouver School District is committed to providing healthy and safe learning and
working environments. Gord Kinney, District Health and Safety Manager, arranged another
Hazardous Materials Removal Week during November 19-23, 2007. Leo Marshall Curriculum
Centre, the Maintenance Department, and schools took advantage of the removal program. HAZCO,
a company that specializes in environmental waste management, removed latex and oil-based paints,
automotive oil waste, car batteries, and mercury thermometers. The estimated cost to the School
District for this pick-up was $11,000. The School District will continue its on-going program to
remove unsafe or potentially hazardous materials from all sites.
5. Artists for Kids Receives Arts, Culture & Community Award
On November 15, 2007, the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce presented its annual Business
Excellence Awards. The Artists for Kids Trust is the proud recipient of the 2007 Arts, Culture &
Community Award. Sponsored by Capilano Mall, the Award recognizes and honours an organization
or leader for their significant contribution and commitment to the North Vancouver community. Bill
MacDonald, Managing Director of Artists for Kids, received the Award and thanked everyone for
their support.
Since its establishment in 1986, over 85,000 students have benefited from arts enrichment programs
through Artists for Kids.

