Seycove News

October 2009

Welcome to our October 2009 electronic bulletirraBE note only brief information is listed her@r Fore detailed
news, please go to our websievw.seycove.ca

Principal’'s Message — Karim Hachlaf

This past weekend, | attended the annual NVSD Adnators’ conference that focused on “leading for
engagement.” Together as elementary, secondargliatnitt administrators, we looked at the followiggestion and
focused on three broad areas:

How do we work together to engage our studentsimviahr schools and family of schools?

1 — Student Engagement through Technology
2 — Student Engagement through our Practice
3 — A dialogue with students — their perspectivesmgent engagement

In regard to the first two themes, our conversatimtused on challenging our current assumptiorted@dmology in
the classroom and taking a deeper look at our gaidlgtice as it relates to student engagemengche quickly
evident within our dialogue, which gave us timedflect and analyze our leadership practices ayldsstthat we can
significantly impact the level of student engagemerour schools. One of the many strategies thdased included
taking a closer look at how we as educators ingatpdechnology in our classrooms as a powerftitingonal tool.
The final piece of this successful conference cuaiitie the invitation of some of our District Studdrgadership
Council members (2 students from Seycove). Thegkests were simply outstanding at providing gresight on
their school experiences and truly reinforced thpdrtance of student input as we work togethematdving our
schools. |look forward to continuing these cosations and ideas with the students of Seycoveamdgerting them
into action.

Vandalism/Security

At our last Parent Advisory Council (PAC) meetihbad to inform our parents that our new bus, paseld through
our PAC donations, was recently vandalized with safnits windows needing replacement. | am pleésed
announce the repairs are complete and the budgu# mperation again. Given our remote location aasceptibility
to vandalism, we are looking at off-site overnightl weekend parking arrangements.

As Halloween approaches, we will have security tmoimg the school grounds. Nevertheless, | warstitongly
encourage those who may walk through the schoelngl® during evenings and weekends to call the RGMP
emergency line if you witness any suspicious atgtiwour support and vigilance is greatly appressat

New Staff

I am pleased to announce the hiring of two newhiegcstaff to temporarily replace Ms. Karen Toddidg her
maternity leave. Ms. Karin Layton will be teachi@gcial Studies and Planning and Ms. Rupinder Bromptill be
teaching French. A letter informing you of any teacchanges will be sent to those respective fasdind included
in the homeroom package — see below.

I mportant Homeroom this Week
On Thursday, October 29th we will be disseminatiagne important information for our students to thkme:

1 — Parent Teacher Interview Request Forms — dutotlowing day (Friday, October 30th)
2 — Supplemental Fee Invoices — October invoicesdpplemental fees and outstanding items
3 — Photo Packages
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Community Garden Project — Vicky Dighy

-~ ¥ THE
EDIBLE GARDEN PROJECT

A funny thing happened on the way to re-landschpdront of Seycove Secondary two summers ago. In
collaboration with the School District designergaation of the project was redesigned as raisgetable beds for
the use of the Special Education department. Keingllay and Craig Johnston were the team that ¢coed®f
growing vegetables as a work experience projedh@istudents that they were supporting. The vetgtavould
then be used in a cooking program as a furtheclemeént. With the help of an initial grant from Vanwer Coastal
Health, the team was given enough money to buysseéaht stock and gardening tools. Through sulessogrants,
the project has grown and prospered.

As a result of the garden project, this year thesh@oduced more crops than the students coulthubeir kitchen
program. Ms. Findlay contacted the Edible Gardexjelet with the intent of donating the excess vegetato their
organization. The mandate of the Edible Gardeneeta$ to gather and re-distribute fresh gardedymce to low
income families on the North Shore. Ms. Findlay &bk over the summer to donate approximately 26ayy bags
of produce for this community program. In her lettePrincipal Hachlaf, Heather Johnstone, thedetafoordinator
said, “One of the most challenging parts of maitag gardens on school grounds is maintaining drden through
the summer season when teachers and students lbareadn Kerry Findlay and Craig Johnson have bearking
tirelessly over the summer to water and maintagngérden, and have been dropping off produce rdgutasupport
low-income families.” It is because of the dedioatdf these two individuals that this exemplarydgsr has grown
and flourished to benefit our North Shore community

Athletics — Paul Shtenko
* Interested in being a coach? We are in need obdé33 Boys’ basketball coach!

» Athletic PAC is meeting November 4th at 7:00pm. Ydmun't need experience in athletics...only a desire t
help the school.

O’Nakile — Andrea Yeo
October 30th is Halloween for Hunger. Studentscaitecting canned goods for the Harvest Projectcasih
donations for building supplies to be used in tlwenihican Republic.

November 20th is the Vow of Silence. This marles28th Anniversary of the Convention of the Righftthe Child.
All participating students will pledge to stay sild¢or 24 hours to support children who are silehiog the denial of
their basic rights. This means no cell phonesegrbrhessages, no email...just 24 hours to pondat ivmight be
like to live in poverty with no one to ask for help
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Spirit School — Petra Willemse

BRITISH

Lo - GamesTown2010

Did you know that Seycove is how a Spirit Schoo$?part of the BC Government's Olympic initiativeshools can
sign up to become a Spirit School online. Any es¢hat show our school demonstrating any of theetlpillars of
the Olympics (sport, culture and/or sustainabiligre then posted to the website. Check out oumgssat:
http://www.gamestown2010.ca/North-Vancouver

Take Our Kids to Work — November 4"

The annual Take Our Kids to Work day takes plac®vaanesday, November 4, 2009. This job shadowittigiive
allows the entire community—parents, teachers, eyeps and workers—to play a part in the careerldeweent of
Grade 9 students. The primary objective of Take IKds to Work is to link classroom learning wittettwvorkplace.
It also allows students to see their parents imeplace role and to help them understand what wweek parents
actually do to support a family. This job shadowaagivity supports learning outcomes found in Caesel Personal
Planning 8 to 12. Classroom follow-up assignmergsaavaluable basis for class and family discussam
evaluation of the day. In the past, we have haélem parental support and we look forward to yswpport again
this year. Watch for further information in mid ©ber, when we will be sending an information paekagme with
your child.

For further information please contact Neeru Par@arparmar@nvsd44.bc.ca

Katimavik
Hey grade 11 and 12 students!

If you are wondering what you should do after yimish grade 12, have you thought about Katimavikfindavik,
means meeting place in the Inuktituk language.

Right from its beginning in 1977, Katimavik offergduth the possibility to engage in volunteer seevits founder
wanted to give young Canadians from all walks fefthe chance to discover their country, live greup and be
involved in communities. Learning Canada’s offideaiguages and protecting the environment haveyallwaen an
integral part of the program. Katimavik hopes tstéo intercultural exchanges, gives hope to youith liwmited
opportunities and raises their awareness of alcthmtry’s realities. Katimavik is an opportunityr teens to
participate in a structured, time-proven prograat thill enable them to explore career options, gailable life
experience and challenge themselves in ways ditnagli class room setting cannot. Data shows theatlathought-
out gap or interim year after high-school helpsngpeople do better in their future academic/voceti careers
while preparing them to achieve their overall paed@oals. The Katimavik program provides youthhveh extra
year to mature, see Canada, learn about themseide® gain a better sense of what they want olifieof

If you are wondering what you should do after yimish grade 12, check outww.gokatimavik.com
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English 10/11 Field Trip — Petra Willemse

On Tuesday, October 20, seventy-three grade 1@ Aohglish students went to the
Vancouver International Writers Festival on Gralevisland to hear Mariatu Kamara
speak about her book: The Bite of the Mango. Afeing brutally attacked by rebels in
Sierra Leone, Mariatu eventually made her way toa@a and now, in her early 20's, is a it
UNICEF Special Representative for Children in Arn@ahflict. Seycove students were ay.
great audience and asked Mariatu some very thaughiestions. Much appreciation is 4
given to the chaperones who gave their time torapamy the students: Lesley Edwards,p’ %
Kerry Henderson, Jill Watson and Petra Willemse. '

Student Services — Nancy Roberts
Post Secondary Night is coming! Monday, Novembed2® 7:00pm:

This is an important night for all grade 11s and &8d their parents to hear updated post-secontfarynation.
Students will have an opportunity to listen to thd®-minute presentations from places such as USKL, CAPU,
and Emily Carr. Sign-up sheets will be going horegtrweek in Grade 12 large group and English 14sels. This
year's post secondary night takes place at Winddooking forward to seeing you there!

Important Upcoming Dates for Grade 12s:

Grade 12 Large Group — November 3rd in blocks 5i& the Music Room
- post secondary applications and information

Grad Parent Meeting — November 4th @ 7:30pm irCiieteria

- post secondary and scholarship information

Dates to Remember:

Oct 28 Photo Retakes @ 1:00pm Dec 4 Term 1 Ends
Oct 29 HOMEROOM (PT Interview Request Dec 8 Christmas Grad Cruise
forms distributed) PAC Meeting (7:30pm — Library)
Oct 30 Parent-Teacher Interview Request Dec 9 Grade 12 Large Group
forms DUE Dec 10 Winter Music Concert
Nov 4 Take Our Kids to Work (grade 9) Dec 16 HOMEROOM
Nov 5 Parent Teacher Interviews (Report Cards distributed)

(2:30 — 4:30pm & 6:30 — 8:30pm);

e Dec 18 Santa’s Breakfast
Early Dismissal

Winter Break begins

Nov 6 Early Dismissal For a complete calendar, please follow tik.
Nov 10 PAC Meeting (7:30pm — Library)
Nov 11 Remembrance Day (no school)
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