Ecole Boundary School

750 East 26t Street, North Vancouver, B.C. V7K 1A4
Ph: (604) 903 3260 Fax: (604) 903 3261 Callback: (604) 903 3264

January and February
2012 Upcoming Dates
& Events:

Jan. 16 — Curriculum
Implementation Day —
No Classes

Feb. 10 — Child
Find/RCMP Child ID
Program at Boundary
during PM

Feb. 21 to 23 — Grade
2/3 students at
Outdoor School

Feb. 24 — District
Professional
Development Day —
No Classes

January 11th, 2012
Dear Parents,

Happy New Year and welcome back to the second term of the 2011 - 2012 school
year! We hope that you enjoyed the Winter Break.

Once again, December was a month filled with music and festive activities. Our young
musicians and singers conducted themselves admirably at a variety of events, including
choral presentations at Cedarview Lodge and Park Royal, and the Dec. 14" joint Band,
Choir and Kindergarten Christmas Concert held at the school. We wish to thank Mrs.
Lasse Leslie (band), Anne Saunders (choir) and our Kindergarten teachers - Ms. Leigh
Koenigsfest, Ms. Mia Mavor and Ms. Kate Siddall - for making these events happen. We
would also like to recognize the many parents who assisted with a range of December
classroom activities and field trips.

The Grade 7 Holiday Store, which this year raised over $200.00 for the North Shore
Youth Safe House, is another feature of the festive season at Boundary. Congratulations
and many thanks go to our 7’s, their teachers (Mlle Hall, Ms. Upton and Mr. Zlotnik),
the many families that cleaned out their closets for gifts and supplies, and our primary
students and staff!

North Vancouver School District staff will be attending a Curriculum
Implementation Day on Jan. 16'. Parents are cordially invited to the:

CURRICULUM DAY KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Presented by Larry Rosenstock,
CEO and Founding Principal of High Tech High
Monday, Jan. 16%, 2012

e 8:30 a.m. at Sutherland School

e 8:30-9:00 Coffee and treats
e 9:00-9:15 Introduction

e 9:15-10:00 Larry Rosenstock
e 10:00-10:30  Break

e 10:30-11:15  Larry Rosenstock

e 12:30 p.m. at Windsor Secondary.
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“Dear Parents” Cont’d from P. 1

What is a Curriculum Implementation Day? It is a District organized professional development event usually
comprised of multiple workshops and presentations centred on innovative educational practice. Monday’s
presentation will focus on the “three design principles of personalization, real-world connections and common
intellectual mission,” each of which dove tails with the goal towards personalized learning recently unveiled by
the BC Ministry of Education. Please see p. 5 of this newsletter for further details of Mr. Rosenstock’s address.

Facility constraints (space) normally prevent parents from being invited to keynote addresses. Due to ongoing
strike action, and though many teachers may still choose to attend, it is anticipated that extra room will be
available, and the District wishes to open up part of the day to interested parents, including those who serve on
PAC’s and SPC'’s. Trustees have also been invited. Please remember that classes will not be in session on
Monday, Jan. 16". (No school for students.)

Each year a number of important testing activities assist schools with providing strong educational
fundamentals for young learners. Over the next month Kindergartners will complete both the Test of
Phonological Awareness (TOPA) and the Kindergarten Math Assessment. The TOPA measures a child’s ability
to recognize and discriminate amongst different sounds (phonemes), skills required to develop basic literacy by
the end of grade 1. The Kindergarten Math Assessment gauges a student’s facility with basic numeracy
concepts, indicating areas that may require special attention prior to entering grade 1. Over and above what will
be delivered in the classroom, children requiring help in either area will attend our Learning Assistance Centre
(LAC) several times per week and be retested in June.

At the end of this January, selected grade 3 students will be administered the Insight Assessment, a test new to
North Vancouver School District and one which will be used to help determine entry into the District’s Gifted
Program. An information letter will soon be sent to the families of pupils in this age group. Testing is now made
available by referral, which will involve consultation amongst classroom teachers and School Based Resource
Teams. Therefore, grade 3 parents are invited to contact their child’s teacher if they have reason to believe that
their son or daughter should complete this assessment.

From Jan. 30" until Feb. 17 students in Grades 4 and 7 across North Vancouver will be writing the
Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA). To quote the BC Ministry of Education, the FSA “is an annual province-
wide assessment of British Columbia students” academic skills, and provides a snapshot of how well BC students
are learning foundation skills in Reading Comprehension, Writing, and Numeracy.” FSA results typically play
a role in school plans, which contain goals intended to improve student achievement. While the FSA’s remain
controversial amongst certain education stakeholders, these standardized assessments continue to be mandated
by the BC Government. Parents of grade 4 and 7 students will soon be receiving information on both testing
procedures and Ministry of Education criteria for exempting students with special needs and considerations.

Our Gr. 2’s and 3’s will be visiting North Vancouver Outdoor School (NVOS) from Feb. 21+ to 23, inclusive.
Outdoor School is described in the School District’s web page as “a treasured overnight field school and
educational resource for experiential environmental studies situated on 165 hectares (420 acres) of ecological
reserve in the Cheakamus River Valley near Squamish, British Columbia. In nature’s classroom participants can
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wander under 1,000-year-old cedars; gaze at hundreds of wintering bald eagles; watch a goat kid being born or marvel
at thousands of spawning salmon. Learners are inspired to make more informed environmentally sustainable decisions
through field study, outdoor recreation and other direct experiences in nature that instill a sense of respect and
appreciation of the natural world.” Attending NVOS is a great experience for all learners, and families of students in
grades 2 and 3 will soon be hearing from their child’s teachers regarding the organization of this excursion. Our grade 5
and 6 students will be visiting Outdoor School next school year (2012-13).

This is the time when North Vancouver School District invites children currently in grade 5 and their parents to
consider the Late French Immersion Program, which commences in grade 6. Interested students whose registrations are
accepted would begin the program in September 2012. Boundary is currently the first school to which students are
assigned for this very successful program and all applicants are welcome. Please see p. 6 of this bulletin for registration
information and details regarding an important parent meeting scheduled for Jan. 25, 2012. Gr. 5 students will be
receiving in-class presentations on Late French Immersion over the next week.

The Child Find and RCMP Child ID Program will be visiting Boundary during the afternoon of Friday, Feb. 10".
Parents may choose to use this community service, which is intended to provide accurate documentation about a child
in the event that they go missing. Since producing an “All About Me 1.D.” booklet requires a child’s photograph and
fingerprints, this is an optional program requiring signed parental permission. The only copy made of a child’s
fingerprints is given to the parent/quardian, and Child Find does not retain any information or documentation.
Boundary Elementary School will provide the space for this program to document children, and an
information/permission letter will be sent home to all families in a few days.

The Boundary Community School Association (BCAS) is a vibrant force at our school and for 2011-12 has made
monies available for purchasing ICT equipment and classroom supplies. This past fall saw numerous consultations
about how to proceed in these directions, and we’re currently in the process of setting up the final order of computers
and peripherals. We now have a printer, scanner, two laptops and specialized software in our Learning Centre, and
three audio visual carts for classroom use are in the process of assembly, each containing a digital projector, laptop and
sound system. All of these items will present a tremendous boost to our ability to make use of Internet and
Communications Technology for the benefit of our students. We are grateful to the BCSA for their valuable
contribution.

In turn, Boundary School has funded similar purchases, outfitting our Learning Assistance Centre with five new
desktop workstations, a printer and targeted software. Working together, we have been able to make significant changes
to the use of technology at our school!

Significant amounts of new academic content are typically introduced in the second term of each school year. It is
important that students work to their full potential in all subject areas, which typically involves home study. Please
assist your child by checking Agenda Books, supporting daily practice of material learned in class, providing a quiet
work place and a regular time of day for academic activity. While the level of review and assignments attended to at
home will vary substantially by grade level, developing productive routines and appropriate expectations will benefit all
children. Please also read with your son/daughter, no matter their age. Of the many strategies used to develop literacy,
this has shown to be one of the most effective.
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Similarly, evidence exists that fathers reading with their sons provides a particular boost for boys in all areas of learning.
We are looking forward to a fun and rewarding second term at Boundary School.

Sincerely,
Dave Montgomery, Principal Lisa Upton, Vice-Principal

KEEPING YOUTH CYBER-SAFE

According to Nancy A. Willard, author of Cyberbullying and Cyberthreats, “It is possible that the harm caused

by cyber bullying may be even greater than harm caused by traditional bullying.” Willard’s reasons for this
statement include that victims can’t escape from bullying because: the Internet runs continuously; once
posted, it is difficult to remove material from the Internet; harmful information can be distributed worldwide;
and, Internet bullying can easily be accomplished anonymously. Cyber bullying can range from threats,
embarrassing or cruel rumors, harassment and stalking, to posting derogatory digital photos. According to a
2006 survey of 1,000 kids by Fight Crime: Invest in Kids, one-sixth of all children between the ages of 6 and 11
had mean, threatening, or embarrassing things said about them online. Given that this survey was taken 6
years ago, one can only assume the proportions of the current problem!

TALK ABOUT INTERNET SAFETY
Children need to be just as careful about opening a “cyber door” as they are about opening their own front
door to strangers. They should never:

> Give out personal information online without a parent or guardian’s permission
> Respond to messages that are suggestive, belligerent, threatening or make them feel uncomfortable
» Click on any links in an e-mail from someone they do not know

EXPLAIN CYBER BULLYING AND WHAT YOUTH CAN DO TO PREVENT IT
Help children understand that mean people on the Internet can hurt them with words and worse, and that
they will be safer if they:

Don’t respond to or forward e-mails or messages that are mean or spread rumors
Don’t open e-mails or messages from someone they know bullies others

Block messages from anyone who cyber bullies

Save or print all bullying messages

YV VYV V V

Show the messages to an adult they trust — like a parent or a teacher — and ask for help. (If the first
adult they inform doesn’t help, they should continue telling until someone does.)
> Never arrange to meet someone who is bullying them online

Cyber bullying can reach a larger number of students than face-to-face bullying, and because it can be done
anonymously, targeted students may find it more difficult to respond to or stop the harassment.

When a child is young and using the Internet alone, the risk of cyber bullying increases. That’s why it is
important to help students and parents become more “cyber-safe.”

ALWAYS PLACE THE COMPUTER YOUR CHILDREN ACCESSES AT HOME IN A HIGH TRAFFIC
AREA SUCH AS THE KITCHEN. REGULARLY REVIEW WITH YOUR SON/DAUGHTER THEIR
ONLINE ACTIVITIES.




NorthVa/mécm>ver An eXC]'tlng Opportunlty for

School District North Vancouver School District!
A day with

the natural place to learn’

Larry Rosenstock

 CEO and Founding Principal of High Tech High, a network
of eleven K-12 public charter schools in California

 Three design principles - personalization, real-world
connection, and common intellectual mission

» Highly stimulating educational environment that
encourages real-world experiences

Curriculum Implementation Day

January 16, 2012

All staff invited to attend Keynote & Interactive Workshops

8:30am at Sutherland (West) 12:30pm at Windsor (East)

for Handsworth, Argyle, Carson and for Windsor and Seycove FOS
Sutherland FOS

Larry’'s innovative vision has been featured in Newsweek, Forbes and on Oprah.
Winner of the Ford Foundation Innovations in State and Local Government Award.
Recipient of the McGraw Prize in Education 2010

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zIlsNXaF0i4
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North Vanc_:ouyer
School District

the natural place to learn’

The Board of Education of the North Vancouver School District will be offering:

Grade 6 Late French Immersion ~ September 2012

at the following school location(s):

Ecole Boundary Elementary School

and, based on sufficient enrolment, at:

Ecole Braemar Elementary School

The Late French Immersion program is designed for non-French speaking students. After
completing their Grade 6 and 7 years, Late French Immersion students will continue their
bilingual program at a secondary French Immersion school, with their peers from the Early
French Immersion program.

You are invited to consider this French Immersion program, beginning in Grade 6 and
continuing to Grade 12. An information meeting for interested Grade 5 students and their
parents will be held on:

Wednesday, January 25, 2012
7:00pm
Leo Marshall Curriculum Centre
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WINTER 2012 Course Schedule

Pre & K-7: $110.00

8-12: $175/%$200

Programs Instructor Location
Explore Art Together | 1:15 - 2:30pm Ms. Julie For Norgate Elementary 8 Tuesdays,
Discover your creative side through playing Pappajohn Parents and Room 129 Jan. 17 — Mar. 6, 2012
with paint, drawing materials, and mixed Preschoolers 1295 Sowden St.
media. Be an active participant in fostering a (3-4 year olds)
passion for art in your child’s development.
Art for Small Hands | 3:45-5:00pm Ms. Colette K-1 Capilano Elementary 8 Mondays,
Students will experiment with materials, tools Doan Room 17, 1230 W. 20*" St. Jan. 16 — Mar. 5, 2012
and processes. Through fun and friendly
art projects, they will be introduced to the Ms. Susan K-1 Boundary Elementary 8 Wednesdays,
elements and principles of art. Oucharek Room 135, 750 East 26t St. Jan. 18 — Mar. 7, 2012
Primarily Painting | 3:45 — 5:15pm Ms. Yolande 1-3 Lucas Centre 8 Thursdays,
It's Primarily Painting but students will be Martinello AFK Studio/Room 142 Jan. 5 - Feb. 23,2012
introduced to other mediums that increase 2132 Hamilton Ave.
the artmaking fun.
Ms. Kathy 1-3 Queensbury Elementary 8 Tuesdays,
Garford Room 7, 2020 Moody Ave. Jan. 17 — Mar. 6, 2012
Artful Adventures | 3:45 - 5:15pm Ms. Catherine 2 -4 Lynn Valley Elementary 8 Tuesdays,
Students will explore the techniques and Schechter Room 206, 3207 Institute Rd.  Jan. 17 — Mar. 6, 2012
images of famous Canadian artists in order to
create their own work in a variety of mediums. Ms. Catherine 2 -4 Montroyal Elementary 8 Wednesdays,
Saltzberg Room 9, 5310 Sonora Dr. Jan. 18 - Mar. 7, 2012
Ms. Candace 2-4 Cove Cliff Elementary 8 Wednesdays,
Gillespie Room 6, 1818 Banbury Rd. Jan. 18 - Mar. 7, 2012
Ms. Candace 5-7 Cove Cliff Elementary 8 Thursdays,
Gillespie Room 6, 1818 Banbury Rd. Jan. 19 — Mar. 8, 2012
Clay Creations | 3:45 - 5:15pm Ms. Pamela 2-5 Braemar Elementary 8 Tuesdays,
Students will use handbuilding, decorating Waters Room 247, 3600 Mahon Ave.  Jan. 17 — Mar. 6, 2012
and glazing techniques to create decorative or
functional ceramic-ware. Ms. Diane 4-7 Carson Graham Secondary 8 Wednesdays,
Fairey Room 195, 2145 Jones Ave. Jan. 18 = Mar. 7, 2012
Wonderful Watercolours | 3:45 - 5:15pm Ms. Caroline 4 -7 Boundary Elementary 8 Tuesdays,
Students will explore the medium of water- Falconer Room 207 Jan. 17 - Mar. 6, 2012
colour painting through the making of cards, 750 East 26" St.
working from still life and landscapes.
Digital Storytelling | 3:45 - 5:15pm Mr. Murray 4-7 Argyle Secondary 8 Thursdays,
Using a variety of digital media, students will Bulger Room 426 Jan. 19 — Mar. 8, 2012
explore narrative based forms of expression. 1131 Frederick Rd.
Young artists will create personalized stories in
a contemporary format.
Adventures in Drawing | 3:45 - 5:15pm Ms. Jessie 4-7 Lucas Centre 8 Tuesdays,
Students will create exciting works of art using | Forman AFK Studio/Room 142 Jan. 17 — Mar. 6, 2012
a variety of drawing tools and processes while 2132 Hamilton Ave.
exploring the work of prominent artists.
Jewellery Making | 3:45 - 5:45pm ($175) Mr. Bryan 8-12 Argyle Secondary 8 Thursdays,
Make your own bling! Students will learn how Taylor Metalwork Room Jan. 19 - Mar. 8, 2012
to work various metals to craft personal pieces 1131 Frederick Rd.
such as rings, earrings, bracelets and pendants.
Studio Art Primer | 6:00 — 9:00pm ($200) Mr. Wayne 10-12 Capilano University 9 Thursdays,
Students will experience post-secondary art Eastcott, Studio Art Building / Jan. 12 — Mar. 8, 2012
education by challenging pre-conceived no- Mr. George North Campus
tions of drawing, printmaking, painting, sculp- Rammel, and
ture, and art critique. This course is taught in Ms. Nicola . .
the art studios of Capilano University by the Tibbetts Parents Please Note: You are responsible for

studio art faculty.

your child’s supervision before class




vancouver - _— Central Community Health Centre

5" Floor, 132 West Esplanade
Health North Vancouver, BC V7M 1A2

Promoting wellness. Ensuring care.

Raising Smoke Free Children on the North Shore

Parents and family members can and do influence whether their children smoke. Of all
the people who influence your children about smoking, you have the greatest impact.

You and your child may already be aware of some of the negative facts about smoking;
however, every day youth on the North Shore become addicted to tobacco even though

January 2012

our communities have some of the lowest smoking rates in Canada.

How Can We Help Our Children Make the Healthy Choice on Smoking?

Give Them the Facts
e Smoking is still the #1 cause

s of preventable disease and
““(h \ /s death in Canada!

e Smoking is more addictive and
causes more deaths than other
drugs - many of which are
ILLEGAL.

e One study reported that only 5% of
adolescent smokers expected to be smoking
in 5 years, while the rate of those who still
smoke after 5 years is actually close to 75%.
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We know kids are exposed to smoking in
movies, but music too?

e In arecent study youth found that 50% of
their favorite songs contained references to
smoking or tobacco use.

e The same study revealed that 50% of the
music videos from the top 80 played songs
featured smoking imagery.

e Youth are highly influenced by lyrics,
behaviors and images of their favorite
performing artists, and they are much more
likely to start smoking after being exposed to
such imagery.

Smoke-Free Spaces
The District of North Vancouver and the
District of West Vancouver now have

Smoke- Free beaches, parks, and sporting
fields!

What if my partner and/or | smoke?

e Limit children’s exposure to second-hand
smoke — Remember that there is no safe
level of exposure to second hand smoke and
even brief exposure raises blood pressure
and heart rate and can trigger asthma
attacks.

e Let your children/partner/family know that
nagging does not help you quit.

¢ Need help? QuitNow offers free telephone,
web, and text support www.quitnow.ca or call
8-1-1 and ask to speak to a QuitNow Care
Coach.

e The B.C. government’s Smoking Cessation
Program helps eligible B.C. residents stop
smoking or stop using other tobacco
products by assisting them with the cost of
smoking cessation aids such as prescription
drugs or nicotine replacement therapy.

e For free nicotine patches or nicotine gum call
8-1-1 and have your CareCard ready

e For prescription stop-smoking meds talk to
your family physician to see if you are eligible
for
coverage.

For more information or resources on tobacco reduction
initiatives contact Vancouver Coastal Health Tobacco

Reduction Coordinator, Lindsay MacDonald
lindsay.macdonald2@vch.ca

Promoting wellness. Ensuring care. Vancouver Coastal Health Authority
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