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 1. Parent Demographics

 1. What grade(s) is (are) your child(ren) in?

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

 2. Do you have any children attending private school?

Yes No

 3. Do you homeschool any of your children?

Yes No

 4. How many children do you have at home (school age or younger)? Please type a number in
the space below.

 5. Please select your family income level from the pull-down menu.

 6 

 6. Please indicate your family status.

Single parent

Two parents

 7. Please indicate if you have served on a parent advisory council and/or a school planning
council.

Served on 
PAC

Served on 
SPC

 8. How frequently do you volunteer at your school(s)?

About once a week

About once a month

A few times a year

I am unable to volunteer



NVPAC Parent Survey: School Fees & Related Issues  

1 of 1 2/19/07 10:18 PM

 NVPAC Parent Survey: School Fees & Related Issues Exit this survey >>

 2. Your Opinion - Public Education

Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with the following statements about 
Public Education.

 
  

Strongly 
disagree

Disagree
No firm 
opinion

Agree
Strongly 
agree

a) The public education system should
provide every student with the opportunity 
to develop his/her full potential.

b) Students should have to pay some fees
and make choices based on their financial 
resources to teach them about the "real 
world".

c) Our schools should be places where
every child has access to opportunities 
regardless of family income or capacity.

d) Refundable deposits teach students to
have respect for property.

e) Public education's primary responsibility
is to teach literacy and numeracy. Anything
else is extra. 
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 3. Your Opinion - Funding Issues

Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with each of the following statements 
about Public Education Funding Issues.

 
  

Strongly 
disagree

Disagree
No firm 
opinion

Agree
Strongly 
agree

a) As a parent, I expect to pay for
enhancements to my child(ren)'s public 
education experience.

b) If it is worth doing, it is worth funding.

c) It is appropriate for the government to
fully fund core public education.

d) It is appropriate for the government to
fully fund programs of choice. 

e) Schools should be fully funded including
extra-curricular activities.

f) It is appropriate to charge school fees to
provide educational opportunities beyond 
core education.

g) The Ministry of Education should provide
funds to cover the fees that can no longer 
be charged due to the Supreme Court 
ruling.

h) Parents who can afford to pay school
fees should be required to do so.

i) The public cannot afford to put more
money into public education.

j) A voluntary fee system will not work
because some people who can afford it 
simply will not pay.

k) One school fee at the beginning of the
year would make more sense than getting 
requests continuously all year long.

l) Parents should have input into setting
school fee amounts. 

m) School fees should be consistent across
the school district.

n) Parent fundraising is an acceptable
alternative to paying school fees.

o) Parent fundraising should be increased to
replace the money previously collected as 
school fees.
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p) School fees should only be charged to
recover actual costs.

q) Corporate sponsorship is an appropriate
way to raise funds for a school. 
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 4. Your Opinion - Equity & Opportunity

Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with each of the following statements 
about Equity and Opportunity.

 
  

Strongly 
disagree

Disagree
No firm 
opinion

Agree
Strongly 
agree

a) Some students avoid going to school or
cut classes because they can't afford the 
cost of the scheduled activity.

b) All students are able to take advantage of
the "programs of choice" that some of our 
schools now offer.

c) Specialty programs such as sports
academies and apprenticeships are critical 
to keeping some students in school.

d) The existing practice of waiving fees for
those who can't afford them ensures equity 
for all students.

e) Some families will pay school fees even
when they can't afford it.

f) It is appropriate to withhold a report card
when fees are not yet paid.

g) Graduation activities should be kept
affordable so that all students can 
participate.

h) Students in families with a lower income
sometimes have difficulty asking their 
parents for money to pay a school fee.

i) A student should not be denied access to
a course due to unpaid course or other fees.

j) Extra-curricular fees should be structured
to minimize the financial impact on families 
to ensure greater opportunity for 
participation.

k) Increased reliance on parent fundraising
will lead to greater inequalities in our public 
education system.

l) The prohibition of school fees will lead to a
more equitable education system.

m) I would feel comfortable approaching my
school principal to request a fee waiver.
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 5. Your Opinion - Parent Involvement

Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with each of the following statements 
about Parent Involvement.

 
  

Strongly 
disagree

Disagree
No firm 
opinion

Agree
Strongly 
agree

a) Parents spend too much time fundraising
resulting in reduced time with their families.

b) Increased fundraising by parents affects
their ability to be involved in school 
decision-making processes.

c) All school fees should be accounted for
and parents should have access to financial 
information related to the resulting 
expenditures.

d) Increased fundraising shifts "advisory"
capacity away from Parent Advisory 
Councils.
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 6. Your Opinion - Core Education

IMPORTANT: The next three sections deal with expenditures from three different
potential funding sources. Please ensure that your answers match the funding source
being asked about. 

Please indicate how much you agree or disagree that each of the following should be 
considered CORE PUBLIC EDUCATION (meaning that all related costs should be publicly 
funded).

 
  

Strongly 
disagree

Disagree
No firm 
opinion

Agree
Strongly 
agree

a) Fine Arts (art, drama, music, etc.)

b) Industrial Arts (shop, mechanics,
woodwork, etc.)

c) Home Economics (foods, sewing, etc.)

d) Technology (computer programming,
keyboarding, etc.)

e) Physical Education (gym, outdoor
pursuit courses, weight training, etc.)

f) Multimedia (film, journalism,
photography, etc.)

g) Language immersion programs

h) Textbooks

i) Course workbooks

j) Musical instrument rentals

k) Supplies (pens, pencils, paper, erasers,
notebook paper, scrapbooks, crayons, 
etc.)

l) Student agendas

m) Locker rentals

n) Deposits (locker, textbooks, etc.)

o) Educational field trips (ie, trip to a
science exhibit)

p) Social/sports field trips

q) Trip to a skating rink, swimming pool,
bowling alley, etc. as part of a PE program

r) Computers (including software)
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s) Computer supplies (disks, paper, CD's,
etc.)

t) Playground equipment

u) Library books

v) Audio / Visual equipment

w) Sports academies

x) Band trips

y) Multi-cultural exchanges (ie, trips out
of province)

z) Drama and band equipment

aa) Small capital expenditures (curtains,
lighting, fountains, etc.) 

bb) Safety items (earthquake kiosks, fire
extinguishers, call-back phone lines, 
walkie-talkies, etc.)

cc) Secondary apprenticeship programs 

dd) Tools for secondary apprenticeship 
programs

<< Prev Next >>
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 7. Your Opinion - School Fees

Please indicate how much you agree or disagree that it is appropriate to charge SCHOOL 
FEES for each of the following expenditures.

 
  

Strongly 
disagree

Disagree
No firm 
opinion

Agree
Strongly 
agree

a) Fine Arts (art, drama, music, etc.)

b) Industrial Arts (shop, mechanics,
woodwork, etc.)

c) Home Economics (foods, sewing, etc.)

d) Technology (computer programming,
keyboarding, etc.)

e) Physical Education (gym, outdoor
pursuit courses, weight training, etc.)

f) Multimedia (film, journalism,
photography, etc.)

g) Language immersion programs

h) Textbooks

i) Course workbooks

j) Musical instrument rentals

k) Supplies (pens, pencils, paper, erasers,
notebook paper, scrapbooks, crayons, 
etc.)

l) Student agendas

m) Locker rentals

n) Deposits (locker, textbooks, etc.)

o) Educational field trips (ie, trip to a
science exhibit)

p) Social/sports field trips

q) Trip to a skating rink, swimming pool,
bowling alley, etc. as part of a PE program

r) Computers (including software)

s) Computer supplies (disks, paper, CD's,
etc.)

t) Playground equipment

u) Library books

v) Audio / Visual equipment

w) Sports academies
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x) Band trips

y) Multi-cultural exchanges (ie, trips out
of province)

z) Drama and band equipment

aa) Small capital expenditures (curtains,
lighting, fountains, etc.) 

bb) Safety items (earthquake kiosks, fire
extinguishers, call-back phone lines, 
walkie-talkies, etc.)

cc) Secondary apprenticeship programs 

dd) Tools for secondary apprenticeship 
programs
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 8. Your Opinion - PAC Expenditures

Please indicate how much you agree or disagree that each of the following expenditures 
are appropriate for the PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL (PAC) to fund. 

 
  

Strongly 
disagree

Disagree
No firm 
opinion

Agree
Strongly 
agree

a) Fine Arts (art, drama, music, etc.)

b) Industrial Arts (shop, mechanics,
woodwork, etc.)

c) Home Economics (foods, sewing, etc.)

d) Technology (computer programming,
keyboarding, etc.)

e) Physical Education (gym, outdoor
pursuit courses, weight training, etc.)

f) Multimedia (film, journalism,
photography, etc.)

g) Language immersion programs

h) Textbooks

i) Course workbooks

j) Musical instrument rentals

k) Supplies (pens, pencils, paper, erasers,
notebook paper, scrapbooks, crayons, 
etc.)

l) Student agendas

m) Locker rentals

n) Deposits (locker, textbooks, etc.)

o) Educational field trips (ie, trip to a
science exhibit)

p) Social/sports field trips

q) Trip to a skating rink, swimming pool,
bowling alley, etc. as part of a PE program

r) Computers (including software)

s) Computer supplies (disks, paper, CD's,
etc.)

t) Playground equipment

u) Library books

v) Audio / Visual equipment

w) Sports academies
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x) Band trips

y) Multi-cultural exchanges (ie, trips out
of province)

z) Drama and band equipment

aa) Small capital expenditures (curtains,
lighting, fountains, etc.) 

bb) Safety items (earthquake kiosks, fire
extinguishers, call-back phone lines, 
walkie-talkies, etc.)

cc) Secondary apprenticeship programs 

dd) Tools for secondary apprenticeship 
programs
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 9. Your Comments are Welcome

If you have any additional comments, please use the space below. If referring to a
particular item on the survey, please include the question number and letter.

 16. Write your comments here:
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 10. Thanks for participating!

We appreciate the time you took to complete our survey.

Sincerely,

The North Vancouver Parents' Advisory Council
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